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Presidents Palace 

At Home with Devid S. Young 


First order of business. 
The next L-A-C-E meeting 
will he on the SECOND 
Wednesday of Sept, not the 
First Wednesday. The 
Library will be closed the 
First so please mark your 
calendar. The second order 
oF business. A replacement 
For President oF the club. I 
have decided, with alot oF 
encouragement From 

members oF the club, to move 
up to the position oF 
President. The reasons For 
this move are many. First I 
know oF no one that wants 
the Job- Second it will be 
easier to Fill a vice presidents 
Job than a Presidents. These 
are just a couple there are 
more but space is limited. So 
this will put an 8-bit user 
back in the drivers seat. I 
have talked to quite a Few oF 
you ST users and they think 
an ST owner should be vice 
prez. Also they expressed a 
need For a new ST owner 
because the experienced user 
tends to Forget to add the 
basic steps th8t a new user 
doesn't have down cold, yet. 

IF you want the above 
position as vice president but 
don't Feel quallFied, that is no 
longer a reason to say no iF 
asked. We have Found a 
temporary place to print our 
newsletter. The price is not 
IDEAL but it will get us by 


For a short time. So iF you 
know oF anyone that will 
print 360 double sided pages 
per month at an 
outstandingly low Fee ' $0 00 
would be nice but I doubt iF 
you can Find anyone that 
crazy ' please call someone 
and let us know. Money is 
very tight For our group, and 
360 double sided pages are 
very expensive. There has 
been a very large donation oF 
commercial ST soFtware to 
our library. It is complete 
From the boxes and Factory 
labels to the documentation. 
We would like to thank the 
beneFactor oF this soFtware 
and encourage ST users to 
check it out to see iF it 
Fill,your needs. This is a very 
good way to see iF a program 
will do what it claims it will 
do. IF you Feel it is a good 
program then you can Feel 
saFe about going out and 
putting down that hard 
earned money on something 
that will do you a good Job. 
Last but not least HAVE YOU 
BEEN USING OUR BBS. The 
board gets between 30 and 45 
calls a day. UnFortunately, 
they are mostly From non 
LACE members. Come on 
Folks lets use our board. The 
number is 627-0490. There is 
another article in this news 
letter to help you get around 
the BBS. Enough For now. 
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NEW VIEWS 

Hello everyone. Dave Young 
asked me to introduce myself 
and write a little about being a 
new computer user. My name is 
David Harker, I live in Roy along 
with my wife and two children. I 
fly turboprop and jet aircraft for 
Lifeflight out of Salt Lake 
International airport. 

My first experience with 
computers was 9 years ago when 
I took a class in Basic at Weber 
State. The next quarter I took 
RPG, Cobol, & Fortran. I spent 
so much time at the terminal I 
vowed never to touch a 
computer againl 

Eight years have passed 
since then and this spring one of 
the pilots I work with brought in 
a small hand held computer with 
a program he wrote to 
determine the exact weight & 
center of gravity for our air¬ 
planes^ We're required to ligure 
this for each flight.) The program 
saved considerable time and 
sparked my interest I 
volunteered to type the program 
into our other computer and as I 
dd I thought of some ways to 
improve the program. The next 
thing I know I was driving to 
computer staes all around town 
looking at dfferent brands. I 
chose the Atari 1040 because I 
liked the graphics, sound, and 
ample RAM. I also think the 
mouse is easier fa my little girl 
to use.(just click on the picture). 
To get all the same abilities in an 
IBM a done would have cost a 
small fortune. 

I have a Database, 


Spreadsheet, and a cheepo word 
processor with no spelling 
checker. I've been trying to learn 
a new language but its a little 
confusing at first. 

My little computer has RAM, 
ROM, hardware, software, some 
kind of 232 port, a modem with 
1200 bauds floating around, 
some little floppy dsks that don't 
flop but have two sides and are 
extra stupid (double dense), and 
some-where are a lot of K's a 
Meg's of bits and bytes. I don't 
know if I got ripped off but I 
haven't seen a bit a a byte 
anywhere. My computer even 
says I've used a bunch of them 
but I don't recall when a where. 

My wife turned on the com¬ 
puter one day and wanted to see 
the format of some utilities that 
were on a dsc. The computer 
asked if she was sure and she 
said OK. The cute little icons 
went away and never did show 
her the format. She called me at 
work to tell me the computer was 
broken already and she didn't 
mean to do it. I've had a hard 
time convincing her that the 
computer isn't really that mean, 
she is gradually regaining her 
confidence. 

I hope you will ail be patient 
with me if I ask a few dumb 
questions because when it comes 
to computers I have a lot to learn. 
I appreciate the opportunity of 
being a part of this group even 
though I think computer 
enthusiasts are a little strange. 
(Does that mean I'm weird too?) 

Dave Harker 
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EXPRESS XM301 
Written by: Ben Bertagnolli 

New member: Hll A little about 
the Public domain,(Express 301 
for the atari XM301 modem. AS a 
new modem user I've found that 
the Express 301 is the easiest 
modem program that I've tried. It 
was written in ACTIONI from 
OSS and contains a runtime 
package so any one can use it 
without the Actionl cartridge. It 
can be used with SpartaDos 2.3 
or 3.2, SmartDos , Atari 2.5, and 
2.0 Dos'es. If your 800XL is 
upgraded to 256 k and you have 
a U.S.doubler and are using 
Spartados, you can set the time 
and date so that it records the 
time and date in Wnich you 
downloaded a file from a bbs. 
And this is all loaded 

automaticaly with a startup a 
input batch file that you can 
make your self.More over, you 
can set the extra Ram in a 256K 
xl for double or single density 
ramdisk drive, which is nice to 
upload and download to. It does 
save alot of time fa me. Then 
after logging off the bbs you can 
then spend the time to copy the 
file to a real disk drive. 

Fa you 8 bit people you will 
find this program very usefull, 
and if you don't know where to 
get it I would be happy to send 
you a copy of it, and walk though 
it with you. But I've seen it on 
most BBS'S. It's a must to try. 
(773-8269)..after 6:00 pm. Also 
the new 3.00 version is rumored 
to have been released lately. If 
you have it a can get it please 
call at the above mentioned 
number. 


MODEMMADNESSI 
Due to the boom of the 
telecommunications market. The 
'NYCE NETWORK'news wants 
to warn you about the latest 
dreaded disease sweeping the 

computer industry. 

"Modem Madness" 

Take the following quiz and 
then compare your results with 
the chart at the end to see if you 
have been afflicted a even 
wase... To see if you are a 
carrier. 

1. MY MODEM OWNERSHIP IS: 

A. I own one modem 

B. I have TWO modems 

C. My modems own mel 

D. I Don't own a modem 

E. I'm getting a modem 

2. HOW MANY NATIONAL 
COMMUNICATION NETWORKS 
HAVE YOU CALLED BY 
MODEM? 

A. None: What are you usin 
your modem fbr anyway? (6 

B. 1-2: There are others? jl 

C. 3-5: Please no mael (3’ 

3. WHEN YOU COME HOM 
YOU READ YOUR E-MAIL 
BEFORE YOU: 

A. Kiss your spouse. (2) 

B. Play answering machine. (1) 

C. Read regular mail. (0) 

D. Take your coat off. (3) 

4. HOW MANY HOURS EACH 
WEEK DO YOU SPEND 
ON-LINE? 

A. 1-5: To read my e-mail and 

the pretty menus. (1) 

B. 5-25:A long distance secret 

rendezvous. (2) 

C. 25-168:1 live here. (3) 

5. THE THOUGHT OF 1200 OR 
2400 BAUD MAKES YOU: 

A. Break out in cold sweat. (2) 
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B. My wallet just fainted (1 

C. Run to the bank - again. 

6. WHEN YOU SEE U/L Y 
THINK OF: 

A. 'Underwiters laboratories'^) 

B. Underline. (0) 

C. Upload (3J 

7. YOUR LAST MONTH'S 
ON-LINE CHARGE CAN BEST 
BE DESCRIBED AS: 

A. Affordable. 

B. Excessive. 

C. 'Chapter IT ? 

8. TELECOMMUNICATING HAS: 

A. Improved my typing skills^ 

B. Driven friends, family and 

lovers away. (3) 

C. Wreaked havoc and killed 
all but my desert plants. (2J 

9. HOW MANY PHONE LINES 
DO YOU HAVE? 

A. Why would anyone need 
more than one phone line? (0) 

B. TWO: One for my family, and 
my 'cpu' and I fight fa the 
second one. (1) 

C. His and Hers data line, oh 
yeah, and one fa talking. (2) 

D. I'm running my own 'watts' 

line service now. (3) 

10. YOUR ON-LINE CONDUCT 
CAN BEST BE DESCRIBED AS 

A. PG-13 (PRETTY GREE 

B. R (RISQUE') 

C. XX (SEXTEX) 

D. What on-line conduct? 

MADNESS MONITOR 
Add up the numbers after the 
answers you selected and check 
them against the tabulations 
listed below issued by the 
disease control center in 
Atlanta,Geagia - Fa carriers o 
the modem madness syndrome. 
0-9: You stand virtually no 



chance of catching this disease, 
in fact, the radiation from your 
monita poses a greater threat to 
you than your modem does. 

10-19: You are in the suspected 
carrier category. If you find 
yourself staying up lata and lata 
evay night just to get mae 
on-line time, then seek pro¬ 
fessional thaapy - immediately! 

20-29: No doubt about it... you 
got itl you probably dream about 
portable model 100 with a 
modem and a cellular phone. 
Unfortunately thae is little 
chance of a cure fa you, but 
have hope. In the meantime 
check out the advertisement in 
this issue fa Guido's Loan Shark 
and on-line collection agency to 
helppay fa your affliction. 

3d: Report at once to the 
Atlanta Disease Control centa as 
you are in the final stages of this 
Madness and may Be highly 
contagiousl Sign-on any maja 
telecommunications savice and 
upload yourself to the: 

AtL.Dis.Ctrl.Cen. 

ASAPH 

This pubic savice has been 
brought to you by the: 

'NYCE NETWORK' 

If you have this dsease a 
would like to catch it hae are a 
few numbas to call wth your 
modem. We are not sure how 
many of them are current, but 
L-A-C-E is online and waiting fa 



Wizard's Wakshop.801-789-6439 
ArmidHIo Brothas ....801-621-3371 
Miao Mania BBS ....801-776-5454 
WSC-RBBS.801-626-7906 


5 










ACE of SLC.801-261-5635 

The Other BBS.801-268-3090 

The Hospital.801-972-1756 

Nut House.801-377-1617 

Teletext 5.801-575-5911 

KUTV Weather.801-976-4288 

Wasatch.801-546-3613 

Friendly Exchange .801-254-4514 

Beehive.801-776-4964 

Executive BBS.... 801-782-2059 

Oldtimers.801-731-0483 

Commi PyroConnetics 

.801-451-5745 

StarshipEnterprise 801-776-0947 

Baseball BBS.801-546-2200 

Crossfire BBS.801-773-7903 

Lynker's BBS.801-627-3094 

Sun & Steel.801-393-2512 

Weber Board.801-782-6893 

Iomega BBS.801-778-4400 

Excecutive BBS.801-782-2059 

LDS Gened ogi cal ..801-583-4541 
Dee School BBS ....801-393-9536 

Amiga Knights.801-731-0483 

Sirius Cybernetics .801-521-3306 

Heart of Gold.801-964-9764 

Motel West.801-466-6954 

Newly Entered Numbers 

TURBO BBS.801-546-0269 

CORONIS BBS.801-583-4541 

Brad McCharen.801-825-3939 

PHANTOM'S INN..801-825-2342 
SHERWOOD FOREST 

..801-825-4572 

H.A.F.B. BBS .801-777-2989 

THE ORIENTAL EXPRESSI 

.801-392-0115 

THE 70 MEG BBS 801-392-7426 

HYATT BBS .801-295-2352 

INTERACTIVE .801-774-9545 

WATTS CASTLE ..801-825-5146 
Somewhere In Time 

.801-776-2662 

TATION .0.801-966-8732 


NEWS WIRE 

HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR 
COMPUTER COPYRIGHTS 
The Copyright Office is 
confused about whether it should 
register computer screen dis¬ 
plays and they want to hear from 
you. They'll hold pubic hearings 
at the Library of Congress, in 
Washington, D.C., on Sept. 9th. 
Written comments are also in¬ 
vited. Officials hope to deter¬ 
mine whether they should reg¬ 
ister screen displays separate^ 
from the computer programs that 
generate them. The Copyright 
Office particularly invites com¬ 
ment from, or participation by, 
computer programming experts 
and professors of law and com¬ 
puter science. The Copyright 
Office is seeking an admin¬ 
istrative solution that will protect 
the rights of programmers until 
the question is resolved by the 
courts or by Congress. Further, 
the courts may consider the 
actions of the Copyright Office in 
deciding cases presenting this 
issue in the future. 

This is an excellent opportunity, 
especially for professional pro¬ 
grammers, to help shape a 
solution to a very complicated 
problem." Those who wish to 
testify should call the Copyright 
Office at 202/287-8380 prior to 
August 28th. If you want to mail 
your comments in without the 
bother of testifying in person, 
then mail 10 copies of your 
written statements by October 9 
to: Library of Congress 

Department 100 Wash., D.C. 

20540 
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L.A.C.E. HARDWARE 

—HACKER COFCKTEET - 

******************************************************************y 

/ How to hook up another logical drive to your SH204 without / 
/ another controller / 


V^rning . 

up your SH204 doesn't void your warranty, this 
do it unless you know what you're doing. 


/ - 

/ 

/ - 

/ 

/ While 
I does. 

/ - 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 


by John White 


Now, on to the good stuff! 


Soldering Iron 
NeecSe nose pliers 


Required Tools: 

Phillips screwdriver 
Ribbon Cable Connector Crimper 
Wire cutter/stripper 

Materials: 

Hard Disk drive (media only) 

10-20" 34 conductor ribbon cable 
10-20“ 20 conductor ribbon cable 
34 position card edge connector 
20 position card edge connector 
20 position dual header connector 
4 pin power connector and cable 
Electronic solder 
Supra's hard dsk software 

I used another Seagate ST-225 (20MbV but I think this can be 
done with other similar drives, like the 30Mb ST-238, maybe 
even with a miniscribe drive, but don't count on it. 

Nobody else's lets you set the logical drive number. 


/ At this point, it's probably a good idea to backup your entire hard / 
/ disk dive. Hooking up another drive shouldn't destroy whats on / 
/ your first one, but... I 


Park your heads too, just in case.. 


Disconnect the drive from the ST and the power cord. Remove 
all 8 screws from the sides of the SH204, and pull the case 
straight up, but not too far, the LED is attached to the front of it 
There is a 50-pin cable connecting the DMA interface to the 
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/ controller which you must unplug. Pull it STRAIGHT UP a you / 
/ will bend the pins. Now remove the four nuts, the cardboard / 

/ insulator and the four plastic washers that are attached to the / 
/ controller. Carefully lift the controller free of it's four mounting / 

/ bolts and dsconnect the power cable and the two drive cables. / 
/ Now you can get that nasty cover out of your way. Now, unplug / 
/ the power cord and the 34 pin cable (the bgger one) from the / 
/ drive. { 

-- / 

/ Making the cables... 1 


I Take apart the 34 pin cable by prying the sides out of the con- / 
I nectors (both of them) and pulling off the back. Be careful, if you / 
/ break them then you'll have to buy new ones. First, make a / 
/ longer version of this cable, ie. looks the same, only longer. / 
/ Now, about 2.5-3’ from one end, connect your new 34 pn con- / 
/ nector to the cable facing the same way as the others, and that's/ 
/ one cable. The other one is easier, if you bought new parts. / 
/ Connect the 20-pin card edge connector to one end of the 20 I 
/ conductor cable, and the 20 pin header connector to the other / 
/ end. That's two. Number three is a power cable, and you're / 
/ gonna have to get out the soldering iron. You need to connect / 
/ the new power cables the same way the existing ones are con- / 
/ nected. I found it easiest to pull the pins out of one of the exis- / 
/ ting ones and solder the new one's wires to it This avoids solo- / 
/ ering directly to the power board or cutting the wires. Just make / 
/ sure you get the polarity right...hook it up so it plugs in with the / 
/ sane wires in the same orientation. If you do this wrong you / 
/ can kiss your SH204 and your new hard dsk goodbye. / 


/ Hooking it up... ( 

/---/ 

/ On the controller board you will see two 20-pin headers side by / 

/ side. The one on the outside is for dive 0, foe one on foe inside / 

/ is for divel. Plug foe new 20 pin cable into foe inside one (cfrive / 

/ 1). There is another 20-pin connector in foe midde of foe cont- / 

/ roller board - ignore it. Plug foe end of foe 34 pin cable that has / 

/ another connector close to it into foe existing drive and foe / 

/ controller board, and foe short 20-pin cable into foe drive and / i 
/ foe outside 20-pin header on foe board. Make sure there are no / 

/ twists in either cable. Connect foe power cable to foe cfrive and / 

/ foe board (they only fit one way). Re-mount foe controller board,/ 

/ and plug foe 50-pin cable back into foe DMA interface. On foe / 

/ back of your new drive (at least if it's a Seagate) there is a 20- / 

/ pin header like foe ones on foe controller board. There should / 

/ be a jumper across foe two pins on foe left hand side (from foe / 
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/ back). Use the neede-nose pliers to move this jumper one pos- / 
/ ition to the right. This is the drive select jumper. Now, hook up / 


/ the 34-pin, 20-pin and power cables so that when you place / 
/ the new drive on top of the controller and facing forward there / 
/ are no twists in the cade. Hook the SH204 up to the computer / 
/ and plug it in. / 

/ --- / 

/ Booting it... / 

/ - / 

/ Turn on the SH204. The lights on both drives should come on / 


/ and you should hear them comimg up to speed If you do not see / 


/ this, turn the drive off, you have hooked up something wrong, / 
/ and you had better hope it wasn't the power cade. Both drives / 
/ should boot, but one may take longer than the other. Wait until / 
/ both drives are up to speed and all lights are off before you turn / 
/ the computer on. When you boot your system, do it with the / 
/ supra software and watch the drives while it is booting. Both / 
/ drive lights should flash. If they don't, check for a twisted cade / 
/ and check the drive select jumper on your new drive. / 

/ Up and running... / 

/ Run SUPFMT.PRG. Click on DRIVE NUMBER and set the / 
/ LOGICAL UNIT NUMBER (not the SCSI number) to 1. Click on / 
/ OK and the program should 8ay hello to the new drive. If it / 
/ already has an Atari ST famat you won't need to re-format it, / 
/ it's partitions should be good. Otherwise, set the drive type to / 
/ whatever type your drive is and famat the drive. If you nave / 
/ prodems at this point, like the drive won't famat, you may have / 

/ to hook the new cfrive up as logical unit 0 (in place of the old / 
/ drive) and famat it. I had to do this because the old famat on / 
/ my new drive was not Atari ST famat, and fa whatever reason, / 
/ the supra software couldn't famat it. I eventually had to use HDX / 
/ then hook up the drive as unit 1, after which it waked fine. / 
/ Maybe this was because I mucked up the drives format befae I / 
/ it hooked up right / 

/ One mae prodem... / 

/ ----- / 

/ Fa some reason, SUPBOOT makes all drives from C-P availade / 
/ whether they are valid partitions a not. This make it extremely / 
/ difficult to use aRamdsk. I had to modfy my custom config- / 
/ uration program to shut off the invalid drives by changing the / 
/ system variadeDRVBITS (at $4C2-4C5). After this it waked / 

/ fine, and I now have 40Mb. / 

/ --- / 
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/ Some advice.. / 

/. - / 


/ Build a new box for your drives, 
one with a fan in it so that your 
drives don't overheat. They are 
very prone to this, since they 
need adequate ventilation. And 
don't make the cables too long, 
the drive's peak data transfer 
rate is 5 megabits per second. / 


/ If you have any trouble you can 
call me in Ottawa after 6 at (613) 
825-1499, or leave me a 
message on the Atari Access 

BBS in Toronto. / 

- / 

/ 
/ 

/ 

- / 


/ - 

/ John White 
/July 28,1987 
/Oop Ackl 


/ P.S. Please excuse my spelling 
and my grammer. I used to use a 
Mac andam now a little warped./ 


( If any of you are going to try 
this mod please let me know the 
outcome. It would make a good 
follow up on the article. Edita) 

Heres another hit of news 
some of you daring souls 
may want to do to your ST's. 

Here's some more detailed 
information about the 68020 
extension-board for the ST and 
other 68K machines. 

The board is called PAK-68. 
It was developed by the editors 
of the computer magazine c't 
here in Germany. You'll find it in 
the August issue on pages 68ff 
(III — Though I know some of 
the guys personally I can say 
they're very humorous people 


- page 68...:-} 

TECHNICAL DETAILS: 

PAK-68 is a PCB with two 
sockets for a 68020 and a 68881 
FPU and 11 additional standard 
TTL chips. There's a 64 pin 
connector on the bottom of the 
board, so you can plug it directly 
into the 68000 socket of YOUR 
FAVORITE MICROCOMPUTER 

TECHNICALLY (from the 
hardware-aspect) fits into the 
ST, the Amiga and nearly any 
other 68K system. 

Unfortunately the current TOS 
version DOES DEFINITELY NOT 
WORK together with the 
PAK-68 board. Some problems 
were already mentioned in this 
newsgroup some days ago: 

- The STACKFRAME during ex¬ 
ception handing is quite dfferent 

- TOS uses simple DELAY- 
LOOPS which (un-???) 
fortunately run much faster within 
the 68020 cache...:-} 

- addtional minor problems 

But there's an operating 
system, which runs together with 
PAK-68. 

The (in Germany) well known 
RTOS/UH. A realtime multi¬ 
tasking OS (not only) for the ST. 
It's afso distributed by c't. If 
you're interested I can write 
another repat about this. 

AMIGA users might be more 
lucky* Though tne AMIGA 
supports the 68010 the step to 
the 68020 is not that far - so the 
OS RUNS with PAK-68 installed 
... but the autha mentioned some 
doubts about the application 
software... 
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NOW MY CRITIC : (personal) 
Grrrrrrmbl What should I do 
with my (probaby Mega-ST) with 
upto 4 Meg. and a 68020 (dream 
...) WITHOUT a MMU ???????? 

Darnedl Imagine about all 
the freaks in NETLAND starting 
to pat some version of UNIX to 
that micro ??? Wouldn't this be 
great 

I MYSELF would have much 
mae interest in a MMU rather 
than in a FPU. Don't you ? 

ADDITIONAL DATA: 

Ok, now the most interesting, 
the PRICE... 

You may buy the PC8 directly 
from c't (Heise Pubications) at 
the price of DM 49,- (that's - $30 
incl. shipment). 

There's also a company selling 
parts a the complete board fa: 

- complete board (12.5 Mhz) 
WITH FPU: DM 1098.00 (~ $600) 
complete board(l2.5 Mhz) 
WITHOUT FPU: DM 798.00 (~ 
$435) 

- complete parts (WITHOUT 
FPU & PCB): DM 695.00 (~ 
$380) 

THE ADDRESS: 
c't Magazine 
Helstafer Str. 7 
PO-BOX 61 04 07 
D-3000 HANNOVER 61 
(that's WESTflIVGermany 
Yes, they do nave a phone: 
+49-511-53 52-0 
+49-511-53 52-129 (FAX) 
(I do have the direct number for 
the edita-in-chief, but I think 
he'll kill me, if I would send it 
through NETLAND:-} 


Ask fa either 

Mr. Johannes Assenbaum 
(Author) 

Mr. Christian Pers6on 
(„Edta-in-chief‘ *) 

= I don't know the english wad 
fa this... 

You may also reach 'em via 
TWX (or TELEX) 

923173 heise d 

I will offer them a account on 
our machine, and if they would 
like to, you may send mail directly 
to them. I'll announce the 
address, if they're really online... 

I don't want to send the 
address of the other company via 
news, because I don't like 
advertising in the newsgroups. 
You may ask me directly fa the 
address. 


Clemens Schrimpe 
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CALL L.A.C.E. TODAY 
As part of the L-A-C-E Users 
Groups SELF HELP PLAN we 
put these Command help files on 
our BBS so the new user could 
help themselves use the BBS to 
the fullest. After talking to some 
users I found they ddn't know 
they exsist. So here they are on 
paper for you to study. They can 
be found in the DATA BASE of 
the BBS by typing an [ * ] at any 
ANTI-FOREM > prompt. 

*Help File Selections* 

These files are part of a USER 
improvement program... Your 
choice is Main Menu commands 
[Ctrl+Sl=Stop [Ctrl+Q]=continue 
[Ctrl+C]=Quit 

[A] ASCII/ATASCII toggles 
between ASCII and ATASCII 
(ATARI) translation mode. 

[D] DOWNLOAD this lets you 
receive one of the files for 
download on the BBS. - Upload/ 
Download Ratio - Five(5) down¬ 
loads fa every One(1) upload - 

Files less tnan 25 sectas will 
not count as a download on your 
user profile. 

[E] ENTER MESSAGE enter a 
message from the main menu. 
You can also do this from the 
message base. 

[F] DOWNLOAD MENU This 
lets you see the files available fa 
you to download. 

[G] LOGOFF logs you off the 
BBS. Do this a the sysop will 
curse you every time vou log onl 

[L] MESSAGE TO SYSOP 
This lets you send a message to 
the sysops. It will send your 
message to the printer (a data 
black hole) a to E-Mal. It is 
better to use E-Mail as it is 


easier fa the sysop to reply If 
you send a message to the 
printer don't expect it to be 

[M] E-MAIL puts you into the 
Electronic Mai message base, 
fa private messages to other 
users. If you have mail it will be 
called to your attention at logon. 

[P] This lets you check on your 
status such as your name, phone 
number, number of calls, level, 
and etc. It also lets you change 
your password, phone number. 
Terminal settings, and toggle the 
time display on and off. 

[R] READ/SCAN MSGS This 
lets you read messages from the 
message base you are currently 
on. (see message base for more 
help) 

[U] UPLOAD this is to send a 
file to the BBS fa other users to 
download. This is greatly appre¬ 
ciated and can lead to higher 
access. You MUST use Xmodem 
Protocol. Files less than 25 
sectas will not count as a upload 
on your user profile. 

S] SEARCH FOR FILE(S) This 
will search all download menus to 
find all filenames within the 
search parameters. may be 
used as a wild card. 

[Y] YELL FOR SYSOP This 
pages the sysop fry a chat. Do 
not do this late at night a early 
in the maning as sysops sleep 
too... If the sysop is around he 
will break in. Please do not yell 
mae than twice when you are 
not getting an answer, Leave 
E-MAIL. 

[Z] CHANGE BOARDS This 
lets you switch between different 
messages bases on the BBS. 
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[Z/A] will read all new messages 
on all bases... 

[*] DATA BASE/HELP lets you 
enter the data base to read this 
help file, other BBS's list, and 
anything else the sysop decides 
to put up. 

[+] ADD TO BBS LIST lets you 
3d a BBS name and number to 
the BBS list in the data base. 

[?] COMMAND MENU dsplays 
a menu of the Anti-FoReM 
commands. 

STACKING COMMANDS 

It is possible to stack your 
commands. For example: 

'Z/3/R/N' This will put you on 
message base 3 and reads new 
messages. 

'F/A/T Will Show all the files 
in the file menu for XE/XL 
computers. 

'G/Y' will log you OFF the 
board. You can do this with about 
any command. 

[Cntrl + C] QUIT ends the 
dsplay of the bulletins, main 
menu, data base file, and stops 
readng in the message base. 

[Cntrl + S] STOP stops the 
dsplay so you can read it (for 
those slower readers). 

[Cntrl -k Q] CONTINUE 
continues the dsplay once 
stopped by the stop command 

[Cntrl + N] When readng 
messages it takes you on to the 
next message. 

Messaae base/Messaae Edtor 

COMMANDS 

[R]EAD: [From] - [To]: Lets 
you read from a message number 
to a message number. 

[N]ew. Reads forward starting 
from your last message read 

[+]: Reads from the lowest 


numbered message up to the 
highest numbered message. 

(-]: Reads from the highest 
numbered message down to the 
lowest. 

[BJrief: Gives you the headng 
of the messages. You can search 
in the same manner as you would 
read 

[C] ont: Toggles continuous 
scroll ON and OFF. With 
continuous scroll ON it: will read 
through the messages without 
pausing in between messages. 

If you are using continuous 
scroll then you can press any key 
to get the prompt. I suggest you 
keep continuous scroll OFFI 

[S]end: Lets you send a 
message, (you do not have to 
return to the main menu.) 

[Flagged: If there are mes¬ 
sages TO you when you enter 
that message base, you will be 
flagged This command reads 
these messages only. 

[Tlitje: Gives you the subject 
ana the date of the message. It 
then allows you to mark the ones 
you wish to read (c.f. [M] 
MARKED) 

[Mlarked This only shows up if 
you nave marked some messages 
wth the 

[T] command. This reads the 
messages in the order that you 
marked them. 

[D] elete: This is used to delete 
a message. 

[Q]uit: Takes you back to the 
man menu. When reading 
messages with continuous scroll 
OFF you will get a prompt like: 

[A] gain [Nlext [R]eply [M]ain 
Menu [Djelete 

[A]gain: Reads the message 


13 









again. 

[N] ext: Takes you on to the 
next message. You need only 
press return if you wish. 

[Rjeply: Lets you leave a 
reply message vwth the same 
sjbject and to the person who 
®nt the message. 

rM]ain Menu: Takes you back 
time main menu. 

[Dlelete: Deletes the mess¬ 
age. ft only shows up if the 
message was to or from you. 

These commands may be 
stacked See [stacking com¬ 
mands] in the 'main menu 
commands' help file. 

Message Editor: 

/A ABORT, aborts the message 
/S SAVE, saves the message 
/H or /? HELP, gives you a list of 
tie editor's commands 
/T GOTO TOP OF FILE, moves 
vou to to the topof the message. 
ZB GOTO BOTTOM OF FILE, 
moves you to the bottom of the 
message. 

/Bnn GOTO LINE NUMBER nn, 
moves you to the line number 
yxi put in the place of nn 
finn MOVE LINE WINDOW UP 
m LINES, moves you down nn 
lines in your messages. 

/Dnn DELETE NEXT nn LINES, 
Example: '/D5' will delete the 
Ihe you are on and the four lines 
after it 

/Inn LIST NEXT nn LINES, lists 
He next nn lines. 7L' with no 
mrnbers will lists the whole mes- 

i/SWl/Svar2 REPLACE THE 
RRST OCCURRENCE OF 
'Svarf IN THE CURRENT LINE 
WITH J svar2'. This is a line 
alta command. 


Example: this line (“What can 
I say about this?") could be 
changed to say ("Wnal can WE 
say about this?"), with a 
“/C/I/WE". 

If you have any problems 
using the L.A.C.E. BBS please 
leave a message and the SYSOP 
will answer you. The board is 
easy to use and has many very 
powerful features just waiting for 
you to use. 

THE END 

CAMPING FUN TO 

by Scott Andersen... 

At first it was just rumors. I'm 
sure you've heard some of them. 
Mergers and /or joint ventures. 
Atari and AT&T. Atari and 
Teledyne. Atari and whomever. 
But this one is confirmed. I saw 
the proof at last months outdoors 
exposition. Atari is involved in a 
joint venture with Coleman 
Western, the outdoor products 
giant. The offspring of this 
marriage is the Coleman Camp 
Computer, hereafter known as 
the CCC. It was on dsplay in 
one corner of the Coleman booth 
at the outdoor show, with an 
Atari rep in attendance to demo 
the machine. It is quite a 
machine. Its most impressive 
feature is its ability to function 
without a power supply; the CCC 
uses white gas (Coleman Fuel) 
like so many other Coleman 
appliances. After filling the tank 
with fuel and pressurizing the 
system by hand pumping, you 
start up by firing the pilot/burner. 
The gas flame heats a sealed 
fluid system which powers a 
micro turbine generator. This in 
conjunction with a regulator 
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provides all the voltage you need 
to power the CCC and all of its 
peripherals. The CCC is a 128K 
machine that utilizes the 6502 
processor. It has a new O.S. that 
is completely compatible with all 
Atari and third party software. 
Two built-in languages are 
switched on or off via a three 
way rocker switch, they are 
Basic (of course) and Action. 
Atari apparently had a large 
quantity of 400 keyboards that 
they decided to use up on the 
CCC. While being a pain to type 
on, the use of the membrane 
keyboard is understandable on a 
product that can be left out in the 
rain. Yes, the CCC is completely 
weatherproof. Rubber doors 
cover the 4 joystick ports, the 
I/O port, the serial/expansion 
bus, and the built-in disk drive 
and modem. The dsk drive is a 
half height 5-1/4" that uses single 
or enhanced density. Tne 
modem is something completely 
dfferent. It is said to be almost 
Hayes compatible, the exception 
being that it can't answer. This is 
understandable, you have no 
phone number. At the end of the 
25 foot modem cable is a special 
induction device that you merely 
damp over any phone cable. No 
pins, no plugs, no muss, no fuss. 
The device can only originate 
calls, but it can do it anywhere 
there is a telephone line, be it the 
backwoods a your back yard. 
All this and 1200 Baud too. When 
you lift the cover on the CCC 
you'll see the best feature of all. 
the 9" Hi-Res LCD cdor monitor 
has a true 80 cdumn screen that 
is compatible with most available 


software. If not, a rubber toggle 
switch wll get you back to 40 
column at any time. In either 
mode the characters are sharp 
and crisp and easy to read. All 
this and only 14.4 pounds. But if 
that seems too heavy for you 
backpackers, the fuel tank/ 
pump/burner/stand assembly can 
be detached. The remaining unit, 
at 8.3 pounds, can be used at any 
campsite simply by setting it on 
tiie campfire. Included in the $450 
price are three new pieces of 
software. The first, "Campcalc", 
is a wilderness management 
program. The second, 

•Camp-Talk", synthesizes bird 
and animal calls. The third is a 
graphics masterpiece. It is a 

Conestoga Wagon simulator 

called "Yerright". No more boring 
evenings around the campfire. 

Coleman Camping Computer 
Update Yes, since announced in 
the June 1986 issue of Mile High 
Magazine, Coleman products, 

has barely been able to keep up 
with the orders for the Coleman 
Camping Computer, let alone 
deveop any new enhancements 
for the popular system. Due to 
some heat cSsipation problems, 
the Camp Fire power system, has 
been dropped, in favor of a new 
system using 3/6 foot sdar 
panels, generating enough heat 
to move a small turbine, which in 
turn is hooked to a generator. 
This seems to be a much safer 
system, then the camp fire unit, 
and is ready to ship as of this 
writing. Estimated cost is a 
reasonable $1250 plus shipping. 
Shipping due to size, must be 
arranged by the purchaser, wth 
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local contacts for hauling, setup 
and crane services. Estimated 
weight is 2200 pounds. 

Third Party Support! Yes, 
with a great product like the 
CCC, there is undoubtedly going 
to be some inovative third party 
aipport. Duckpuck Direct, 
Wholesalers for Idaho has 
jumped on the CCC bandwagon 
with a couple of new products. 
Their feature product is a small 
nuclear power supply, much 
smaller in size and weight then 
Colemans Solar system. This 
amazing power source will be 
very popular with the "way back 
in" campers. True, a waste water 
source of 200 cube feet per 
minute is necessary to prevent 
core meltdown. And true, 
plutonium is some what of a rare 
item, (though DuckPuck has 
putonium available in their new 
catalog, and is rumored to be 
working on a reactor that wll be 
fueled By, what else 'DuckPuck'). 

Side advantages of the 
Alternate power source is that 
you can recover some of the 
cost of the plutonium by selling 
tiie addtional unused mega¬ 
watts to the local power 
company. The large amount of 
heat generated is a definite 
pus,fa the Artie Campers, 
nciuded is your very own lead 
hed camping attire, sleeping 
bag, and water purification 
system to assure that you are 
not contamenated by the waste. 
ALL in ALL an exciting package 
tor the CCC. 

DuckPuck has also announced 
some other enhancements fa 
tiie Coleman system. These 


include: Fa the Camp Talk 
Synthesis System. Domestic 
Animal Data Diskl Wouldn't Old 
Mcdonald be envious. Fa those 
of you that live on a farm and 
would like to have exciting 
conversations with your hases, 
cows, pigs and chickens. 
Requires version 26 of ODS (Out 
Doa Operating system.) Exotic 
Bird Data Disk. Another fine data 
disk fa the Camp Talk Module, 
This is fa those of you planing a 
trip down the Amazon and would 
like to keep in touch with the 
local wildlife. Another useful 
product from DuckPuck. Also 
distributed by the amazing 
DuckPuck Folks is Apuck7-fl 
Those of you familiar with the 
popular Amodem74 by our own 
Trent Dudley, will feel right at 
home with Apuck74. As usual Mr. 
Dudey did a fine job of porting 
the powerful program ova to 
ODS. One nice enhancement 
added to this vasion is optional 
core temp monitaing with the 
DuckPuck Nuclear power system. 

Ruma has it that DuckPuck is 
waking on a Code name 'P' 
power enhancement fa the 
uackpacking usas. An Inside 
informer, claims the P stands fa 
potato, and is the main 
component used in the new 
device. Fa mae Infamation on 
these, and otha outstanding 
CCC products contact 
DuckPuck Direct The Software 
Wholesalas fa Idaho 
P.U. Box 3 Duckpuck, Idaho 

Thanks to The Puget Sound 
Atari Usas fa Inspiration in 
creating this article. 

Scott Anderson is the current 
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President of STARFLEET Atari 
User Group of Denver, Colorado. 

This was first printed in the 
MILE HIGH Atari Magazine and I 
downloaded it from SKYLINE 
BBS. <Both of Denver> 

Permission is granted to 
reprint, IF proper credt is given 
to the above. 

—CJ-=- 


TOS ROMS 

butter version 

The 1987 revision of TOS is 
scheduled for release in 
conjunction with the new 
” blitter" chip. The new TOS has 
been upgraded to include 
support for the hardware blit as 
well as retaining the software 
blit functions for full 
compatibility with older 
software which relies on 

hardware timing (a definite 

no-no). 

Changes in the new ROMs 
are: 

RS232: The RS232 handler has 

been completely rewritten. 
RTS/CTS handshaking now 

works. Baud rates 50 and 75 
now work. 

CLOCK: Support is now 

included for the Mega ST’s 
built-in, battery backed-up 

realtime clock. The realtime 
clock is automatically used by 
the XBIOS gettime and settime 
functions for the IKBD. The 
GEM DOS clock is reset from the 
realtime clock at the 
termination of every program. 

STARTUP: Memory clear at 

system startup is much faster, 
improving performance on 


multi-megabyte systems. 

DESKTOP; The desktop now 
includes a control for 
deactivating/activating the 

blitter chip. Also, the Save 
Desktop and Print Screen 
selections will request confir¬ 
mation. Spurious characters are 
no longer written to the 
DESKTOP.INF file. Doing a PRINT 
or SHOW from the desktop will 
now display characters with 
ASCII codes above 127. SHOW 
and PRINT use a larger buffer 
now. Single drive copies now 
require fewer disk swaps. 

CART: Cartridge handling has 

been revides, eliminating the 
need for "CARTSTART* code and 
allowing .TOS and TTP 
programs. Lower case letters 
will now be accepted and passed 
to an application from the ’ Open 
Application ... Parameter" box. 

AES: The AES will now send 

repeat clicks if the mouse button 
is held down on the arrow or 
page controls of a window, 
which lets a window smooth 
scroll. The AES underscore bug 
is now fixed. APPL-TPLAY and 
APPL-TRECORD now work. The 
limit of 30 characters on a line in 
an alert box is now rigidly 
enforced. 

MOUSE: The mouse redraw can 
now be set to XOR mode. The 
system will return after a single 
click if this is what was 
requested. 

DMA: The DMA bus can now 

have more than one device 
attached at powerup time, 
without any special software. 

FLOPPY: The floppy r ead/write 
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code checks for more errors 
bow. In prior versions, the 
system would not report a CRC 
error under certain circum¬ 
stances; now it will. This hurts 
same copy protection schemes. 
The format of the floppy disk 
kas been skewed from track to 
track to improve disk speed; the 
ZBIOS supports this by using -1 
for the skew value and placing 
a pointer to a one word per 
sector skew table in the 
previously unused longword. 

VDI: The VDI will now draw 

arcs with small angles. 

BIOS: Character out routines 

are much faster. 

BLITTER: Automatic blitter 

chip support is included in 
line-A and VDI calls. The ex¬ 
tended inquire will report a 
larger performance factor than 
before, allowing applications to 
check for the presence of the 
Hitter. A new XBIOS call has 
been added to check for the 
blitter and to activate or 
deactivate it. The blit is not 
reentrant—line-A and VDI 
should not be called from 
vithin an interrupt. 

REGISTER: The registers DO, Dl, 
112, AO, Al, A2 have always been 
forfeit when a trap call was 
made. Now the demise of these 
occurs under more conditions 
than before. 

MEMORY: Slightly more RAM 
a used by the system. Programs 
that were close to the edge on a 
520ST may no longer fit. 

VARIABLE: Most undocumented 
system variables have been 
moved. You were warned! 


NOTES AND WARNINGS: 

1. Some programs depend on the 

OS always being at $FCOOOO. 
This is ♦not* cast in stone and 
will probably change soon. To 
find the OS header, use the 
pointer *sysbase“ as 

documented. 

2. The 4 megabyte ST puts the 

screen near the end of 
accessible RAM. Sloppy 

programs that have been 
writing past the end of the 
screen will give bus errors if 
they do so on the 4 meg ST. 


ACCENTS FROM OTHER LANDS 


Normally, VIP Professional 
will not print any character 
having an ASCII value over $7F. 
So, for French Canadian like me 
which use a lot of accented 
characters, we need to have the 
VIP Professional able to print 
these special characters. Even 
with the use of a Keyboard Set 
Up Program, which make us 
able to print at the screen any 
characters with a single 
keystroke, the VIP Professional 
will replace them with a space 
when we print the spreadsheet. 

After looking at the VIP 
Professional code with a 

Monitor Program written by 
my friend Alain Birtz, I found 
the Hex string code which takes 
any byte over $7F and changes 
it for a space ($20). The first 
part of the code is ,0C6E 0080 
0008. which means ,CMPIW 

*$80, $8(A6).. After that, VIP 

Prof. will branch to a 

sub-routine if the comparison is 
equal or higher. The 
sub-routine will then replace 
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the byte with $20. This explains 
why VIP Professional print a 
space instead of a special 
character. 

Now, in order to have the VIP 
Professional print any special 
character, we have only to 
change the byte $80 in the Hex 
string code for $FE. I do not 
change for $FF because I do not 
need the character $FF and I 
was afraid to use it. May he the 
VIP Professional need it?7 

The change will make your 
VIP Professional able to print 
any special character: French 
accented characters, German 
characters, Spanish..., if your 
printer will accept them. If your 
printer does not accept directly 
them, like most daisy wheel 
printers, you will have to 
"print" on disk, then retrieve 
your file with a word processor 
like First Word which has a 
printer driver. 

In order to make the change, I 
suggest you to use any Sector 
Editor prg like ,DISK DOCTOR, 
and search for the Hex string 
,0C6E0080.. When the string 
will he located, change the hyte 
$80 for $FE, then save. Work on 
a BACK-UP, to avoid problem... I 
have use a modified VIP 
Professional since many months 
without any problem. 

One fun thing has happen 
when testing the modified 
version, and this is valuable 
even for people who will not 
need the special characters. 
With the proposed modification, 
you will be able to catch the 
user attention when using the 
,/XL. or the ,/XN. macros. The 
trick is to write at the end of 


your message any special 
character. The special character 
will not be displayed but the VIP 
Professional program will 
,BEEP. like when an error occurs. 
But this will not affect your 
program, only a beep sound to 
catch the user attention. 

Any feedback will be 
appreciated. 

Raoul Charbonneau, 3425 Des 
Cedres St. ST-Hyacinthe, PQ. 
Canada, J2T 4E8 


65XE-130XB 33QK 

Upgrade Part 1 of3 
'Ed. I have broken this text into 
a 3 part series. After the 
completion of the run. We will 
make this file available on the 
BBS.' By Scott Peterson 
Copyright(c) July 1987 released 
to the public. Documentation and 
kit orientated layout by Mr. 
Goodprobe As we proceed with 
this fine endeavor in kit 
building, I would first like to 
thank those folk who first 
inspired this upgrade. There 
were several users on our board 
in Ohio that inquired as to the 
possibility of an upgrade for 
their Atari 65xe computer. 
Several folk had indeed, said that 
such a thing was not possible, 
but I decided to check out this 
request and see if something 
could be done. Well, a few calls 
were made, the right people 
were contacted, (great Job Scott*), 
and here it is? 

The reason I am taking the 
time to mention this is for this 
reason: The only way we can 
ever know what you really want 
in the way of hardware is to 
ASK* A short time ago we reed a 
fine article that told us of the 
inner workings of the company 
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cfilled ICD- They disclosed to us 
that the inspiration for their 
NIO came from you the user 
sending them ideas of what you 
vould like to see, and the same 
i 3 the case with this 65xe 
upgrade! If there is something 
else you would like to see, 
please send those notions to us 
and we will genuinely attempt 
to bring it to pass! Great 
kardware is derived from 
sincere questions! 

I have written the following 
documentation in such a 
manner that you can use it to 
kelp you keep track of your 
progress as you assemble this 
memory enhancement. Simply 
place a check in the space 
provided as you proceed. This 
vill allow you to readily follow 
your progress, and pick back up 
vhere you left off if you 
should have to stop. Once you 
have finished this upgrade you 
vill then have in your 
possession an Atari 65XE with 
320K of total ram. This is 
broken down into chunks of 
64K of standard ram, and 265K 
of page mapped ram. This 
upgrade Scott tells us this is 
100% compatible with his 
previous 130XE/320K upgrade 
and therefore will run all 
programs that his earlier 
enhancement ran. 

The equipment you will 
need is: 

( )A: A medium sized Phillips 
head screwdriver 
( B; A very small Jeweler's 

screwdriver with flat blade. 
C )C-.Soldering wick (recommend 
Chem-Wik .100 inch size), or 
vacuum desoldering pump. 

( )D: Soldering station (like 
Weller model WTCP), or 


LOW wattage soldering 
pencil of the 15-25 watt 
variety. 

( )E: Small pair of needle-nosed 
• pliers. 

( )F: *30 gauge wire (Jameco 
*130 BE) 

( )G; W ire stripping tool for *30 
gauge wire (Clip and Strip) 
Jameco *CAS~130). 

( )H: Heat shrink tubing or black 
electrical tape (tubing 
preferred). 

( )i: Small pair of wire snippers. 

( )J: Optional: Small carpet 
sample or blanket. 

The parts you will need are: 

( )A : Z1—- 74LS158 
( ) B: Z2—• C025953 (Custom 
chip by Atari) 

( ) C: Z3-Z10—. 256K Ram chips.. 

*41256-150 (8 required) 

( ) D: R1JR2—. 33 ohm 1/4 watt 
resistors (2 required) 

Before we supply the 
instructions for this upgrade 
modification, we will give you 
the opportunity to retrieve the 
tools and parts required. If you 
are interested in performing 
this upgrade, please stand by till 
next month for more. 

Next month in L.A.C.E., We 
will list the instructions for this 
hardware upgrade. 

(ED) This documentation will be 
made available as soon as it gets 
to me.. I will be waiting for the 
following articles in hope I can 
get them before next months 
newsletter comes out. If I can 
will make the files available on 
the L.A.C-E. BBS and they will be 
in the next issue of the 
Newsletter. Don 
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ACTIVISION COMING BACK, 
CEO SAYS 

Activision Is "hack on the 
comeback trail," the software 
publisher's new president 
CEO told his shareholders 
this week at a meeting In Palo 
Alto, Calif. The company last 
month announced Its first 
quarterly profit In four 
years, and "most of our 
markets are strong." 
Presldent/CEO Bruce L. Davis 
said, according to The 
Associated Press. 

"Industry sales of consumer 
software are up substantially 
and the demand for video 
games ... is up by more than 
100 percent." 

Davis, who last month was 
named to replace James H. 
Levy In the top seat, told his 
Investors that company plans 
to launch a Joint promotional 
campaign with Sports Ill¬ 
ustrated next month to, says 
AP, "cross merchandise the 
Gamestar label's sports 
simulation software with a 
subscription drive." Davis, 
who said the firm also has 
signed with Micro Illusions 
to sell its arcade/fantasy 
^role-playing /"home enrich¬ 
ment" titles, said, "Our 
greatest challenge is to grow 
in a measured way that does 
not overtax the organization 
as the restructuring activ¬ 
ities continue" 


ATARI NEWS UPDATE 

..From CIS Online Today/AP 

August 24, ATARI CORP- TO 
BUY CHAIN 

Atari Corp. wants to buy ttie 
Federated Group Inc/s 65-store 
retail electronics chain for $67.3 
million. By this Friday, it will 
tender an offer for the 10.7 million 
outstanding shares of Federated 
stock, seeking to gain control of 
stores in California, Arizona 
Texas and Kansas. 

According to The Associated 
Press, Federated's seven 
member board unanimously 
approved the $6.25- a- share offer, 
noting the firm “has had trouble 
finding retailers for its products”. 
Among other things, the merger 
hinges on the approval of 
Federated's lenders." 

Federated lost $895,000 in the 
first quarter ended May 31, 
compared Wth a profit of 
$662,000 for the same period last 
year, the wire service says. Sales 
rose 2 percent to $91.1 million. 

Atari's own financial picture has 
improved lately. In the latest 
quarter, its profits were up 39.3 
percent to $13.54 million, while 
revenue rose 16.4 percent to 
$70.69 million. 

August 25, ATARI NOT 
RULING OUT 

Atari Corp.'s move this week 
to acquire a retail electronics 
chain is not an isolated event. “If 
other transactions come along 
that fit into our business plans, 
we'll do additional acquisitions,” 
says Atari treasurer Steve 
Kawalick. 

Atari Corp. wants to buy the 
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Southern California based Fed¬ 
erated Group Inc's 67-store 
diain fa $67.3 million, a move 
Hat would give it control of 
sores in Califania, Arizona, 
lexas, Kansas and New Mexico. 

The Associated Press reports 
tlat the deal, which is subject to 
^proval by a five-bank con- 
arti um that has extended Fed- 
sated a $48 million line of credt, 
vas waked out with Federated 
founder/chief executive Wilfred 
Schwartz, who \mII continue to 
un Atari's Federated subsidary. 

Schwartz told AP, "Its a 
marriage made in heaven. We 
felt we wanted to augment our 
©sources with the human and 
fhandal resources available 
tirough a union with an ext¬ 
remely strong winner." 

The wire service notes, "Most 
<sf Federated's staes cover half 
an acre and boast a vast 
Section of electronic specialty 
nerchandse, indudng Atari's 
tottom-line personal computers." 

Atar's kawalick comments, 
'This particular acquisition gives 
lb additional dstribution chan¬ 
nels in certain parts of the 
ffluntry." 

August 28, TRAMIEL 

SAYS PURCHASE ... 

Atari Cap. Chairman Jack 
Iramiel says his firm's 
acquisition of the 67-stae Fed¬ 
erated Group electronics stae 
chain will be a mighty tool 
gainst Japanese competitas. 

Tramiel tdd The Assodated 
Press, “Our Japanese counter¬ 
forts all have their own staes in 
Japan. I like to copy success." 

He also said that there are 


"no consumer electronics comp¬ 
anies today in the United States. 
We need to rebuild that and I 
think we can do it." 

AP quotes Tramiel as saying 
that Federated was bought in 
ader to reduce the time it takes 
fa products to be accepted by 
dealas. And "the move will also 
spread research and develop¬ 
ment costs ova a larger 
aganization," the wire service 
said. Federated has lost money 
recently to the tune of $5.2 
million in the fiscal year ending 
last February, but Tramiel says it 
will start making a profit now "by 
slowing its recent expansion 
drive and gaining from mae 
advatising and the addtion of 
new Atari products," AP repats. 

—Charles Bowen;Qnline 
Today 

OSS UPDATE 

from the OSS BBS (408-446-3451)... 
The Official Procedure: 

To Turn a SuperCart OFF: 

1> Close I/O Channel 0 
2> Wait for the LSB of RTCLOK 
($14) to change value. 

3> Do an SEI 

4> Save $AFFF... this is the 'cart 
status' register ..you'll need it if 
you wish to restae the cart 
5> STA $0508. This turns the 
cart OFF. 

6> Poke $3FA(GINTLK),0 to tell the 
OS that there is no cart installed. 
7> Poke $6A(RAMTOP),$CO to tell 
OS that full RAM is available. 
8>DoaCLI 
9> Open fr0,12,0,"E:“ 

To Turn a Supercartridge back ON: 
1> Perform steps 1-3 from above. 
2>LDX with 'cart status' value 
saved in step 4 above. 

3> STA $D500,X. Turns cart ON 
4> Poke $3FA,1 to tell OS that 
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there is a cart 

5> Poke $6A,$AO to tell Os that 
less RAM is available. 

6>Perform steps 8-9 from above. 
(Notes:) 

The ON/OFF code MUST be 
safe*. That is, if RAM resident, it 
should not be overwritten by any 
application you may be running, 
whether under Cart control or not 
(Especially the $AFFF value if you'll 
want to turn the cart back on!) Disk 
.COM files are a viable alternative. 

Once the cart is off, there MUST 
be a program IN PLACE to take 
over control of the computer! That 
may be DOS or it might be your 
own code. 

Depending on exactly what you're 
doing, some sat of RESET hander 
might prove useful. 

Again dependng on application, 
XL/XE users may want to add 
PORTB manipulations. _ 

PRODUCT REVIEW 

The first developer kits for the 
4-port Spider were shipped on 
July 1. These kits consist of a 
4-port Spider plus technical 
documentation required to 
program applications on the 
device. 

The Spicier is a multiple 
RS232 port interface. It requires 
connection to a host system 
through an RS232 port. This 
uses one of the four ports on this 
Spider, leaving three pats for 
connection to other RS232 
devices, includng additional 
Spiders. 

If you purchase a Spider 
developer's kit, you also get a 
password allowing access to a 
developer's subboard here on 
Nite Lite. In this subboard is a 
message base and a file transfer 


section containing Spider 
command sets and other 
developer aids fa the Spider. 

I will be shipping the first 
Spiders (without developer's kits) 
wthin two weeks of July 1. The 
manuals accompanying these 
Spiders contain all the information 
fa programming applications on 
the host computer using the 
Spider's built-in command set. A 
Spider can be connected to any 
computer that has a standard 
RS232 port. Each port on the 
Spider can be programmed to run 
ax a selection of 14 baud rates 
from 50 to 19200 baud, parity, 
wad length, number of stop bits, 
etc., are selectable independently 
fa each port. Some command 
sets and independent applications 
will be available fa free 
distribution. One application 
planned is a multiline chat board 
that runs completely within the 
Spider, not requiring a host 
computer once it has been booted 
from a host. It can be run, once 
booted, to support three lines plus 
a local line connected to a host a 
to support four lines with no 
connection to the host. 

Prices on these products are 
as follows: 

4-port Spider 

w/documentation -$199.95 
Developer's kit (4-pat Spider, 
technical doc plus password fa 
access to the Spider development 
subboard) -$299.95 

Mass, residents add 5% sales tax 
to the above prices. No COD 
aders. Mail aders to: 

Nite Lite Systems P.O. BoxR 
Billerica, MA 01821 
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NEXT MEETING: SEPT 9,1987 

HELD AT THE CLEARFIELD DAVIS COUNTY LIBRARY at 7:00pm 
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